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} Pareed on the summetw 
league at the ether ead ot the aut 
Dacummun, however was deisved t 
hours, with the unicriunate rer 
Vaio riche jav megie ted to the « 


by omesecnger to bin ve 
z , 


The Englstman, of course, knew nat uuz 
tine, He was in the Peosion sitting be the ed 
aide af bis teiened. reading It wae ten eel ok 
Shaded candles steed ou toe fite ad the 

ek man Was slerprmg peacefully the sleep e! re 
covery, For twenty four houre there bad leon 
ne return of tne deliriuu At osue ead ef tie 


| darkened room Mme. Favre, who owned the Pen 


sion, and had proved herselt a devoted he ter, 


Ts 


Was ini the of musing a tumpler of 


teermain— er anvarieble remedy toy 
plainth—whea reddoaly two things tw 
ing things —happened ermaltaneou 
man gat bolt upright in ned wast 
nes¢, stared hae ly ite the din 5 
him, and pornted; anile Mme. Fave 
tumbler with o crazy wpan ine floor and cried in 
a vorwe of genuine alarm, ~ Wao t« Same 
hedy pushel past me’ ‘There's some in 
the poons! 

Toe eingulas wae these two persons usted « 
the sume instant impressed De Llone 
p catantly — iriovaly fie War cums ives a) anes 
af a disagreeable thrill—of romeshing taat broagss 
_ the water with a rush to nis eves and tiade the 

skin of his back craw], Yet, of course, he never 
j for one snoment believed that anyon: 1 jraliy 
entered the reom throagh the «lord «ears 

A oretorn of the delirium,” le said quietly 
aa ine friend © atinved to giare am hin and to 
point, And then added wore stera'y Theres 
no need for alarm, Mme. Faves, | asscre you.” 
tor the old lady was leaning, pale an! ternfie?, 
against the cuphoard, and ataring towards the 
hed as thoagh her eyes would drop oat 

But the patient, of cuarme, alsorhed his im 
Mediate attention. To the doctor there could be 
nothing very unusual about a scene of delirium: 
Net about this particular scene of delitiair, be be 
ermé sharpie and unpleasant!y aware, there was 
aymething very unusual indeed. I: was convin- 
cingly and horribly real. To begin witi, thoogh 
the ek man had forgotten his Frenca almost to 
the simplest phrases, he war nea gabbling 
the language with a speed and fiuensy that 
were positively uncanny; and at the eame time 
with a vehemence, # passion, a furs that had 
characterised none of his former attacks: more 
ever—moat disquieting of all—vwith 3 thin, whis 
Ppering voice that was beyond question not his 


us ™ 


zs 


rapt 


Ooart 
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THE LOCK OF GREY 
HAIR. 


By ALGERNON BLACKWOOD 


T hung -9 conspicucualy 
there amid the surrounding | own 
mop of fine dark harr that | But of the whale wild torrent, all he. and 
2 piqued the curiosity of | for that matter all Mme. Favre, could caich 
Dr ‘Blanes friends mote | hefore it subsided again into abrupt silence were 
than any other detail of | the short phrases, wttered with eves fixed upon 
hin very distinguished ap. | the doctar, and hand pmnted into hw very 
pearance, Grief, said a | face.“ You sed me by = Rit now | am out— 
peed number, had caured : and I shall not pass you by 
anxicty, declared others; but The singular thine. however—and it was 
the majority. melodimg eer! thie that gave the god women the cre de 
vants and women, plumped | nerfs that ended in a fainting fit—the sinza- 
of course for love... He was successful. ard he | lar and horrible thing was that ax the changed 
was unmarried; the evidence was unanswerable. | voire poured out of the sick man, his face 
I beheve, however. that I am the only living | altered visibly as well, altered too cate the lina- 
person whe holds the true secret. Fees of another visage that they both knew 
“Mast people who have really lived,’ he used | How the eves and mouth of a man could ship 
to say, “possess some ungular experience or | into the expression of a weman—an evil. vind: 
other that they do not care about telling in- | tive waman-—ie beyond the power af de-oriptint, 
discriminately. And this is mine. I'm a fittle | yet the calm. experienced Dr. Blane ays well as 
ashamed of it." he added, “for nowadays we | 
explain everything or confess ourselves un 


both recagnised beyond 


mistakable, Py was wolndiy impressive 
Taen xt all passed as quichiy as at came The 
sick man slept eomcahitly once more Mme 


obliged to acknowledse a sense of unicaroninz 
fear—and vield to ut" 

And the story, it mart be confessed. cer 
tainly would have elvitned belief more readily in 
those picturesque times when * Possession,’ 
diabolical or otherwie, was a prevalent super. 
atition, and when the port mortem activity of 
a disembodied spirit vas held to be often ea 
ceedingly lively 

It happened before the das» when Dr. Bline’s 
skill had earned for him the honours of kright- 
hood, teyether with the privilege of Inspector 
ship of Royal diseases, Tis. somewhat, i+ as he 
told it tu me .uartly hefore his own death — 

With an intimate friend, 8 appears, he was re 
visiting a littie sallage su the Swiss Jura. where 
he had been to learn Frenen as a bev, when the | 
friend incentinently was laid low with diphtheria, 
and be etaved out perforce to nurse hum. Beth 
men had their meals in the cosy little Pension 
de Ls Poste, where twenty vearr before thes 
had studied- grammer and irregular verbs to 
gether; but Dr. Blanc, who wanted quiet, had 
his work and bed room in Michaud’s new house | 
at the other end of the village, where the vitie- 
sands begin. 

Now, the epidemic. it s» happened. was a 
severe one, and two other persons—but for whom 
this thing might not have come about—were alo 
laid low—aone, the village wsculapius, Dy. Dn. 
commun, the other Mile, Udriet. a wealthy but 
avaricious old weman, whose personality was ot 
dark and sinister odour throughout the whole | 
cauntryade, and who, on account of her intense 
miserliness, was known generally as “la mau 
vaise riche.” And she was well named. far +i! 
lage wit has a way of hitting the nail on the 
head. She waa an evil we . with great froee 
of individuality. dreaded | sand her fear of | 
spending money went to amazin: lerrth> TH taghng up about hie cara The mountain water 
was even reported of ber that she enticed her -slashes tere all the year round with a ateady 
neighbours’ cats inte hee big house. slew ang til. but what he heard bad nothing >with 
coosed toem with her own banda, and them | tuat It was tue sound of soul feet partenng 
le save a butcher's bull, Her Jong finger nei! 


alone under the deep shadow of the houses 
and certain other anapprtiig peculiarities were sonething was lowsyy him “hts a dag.’ 


judirious aid of cold water, and half an hear 
later De Blane, battling already with vivid 
~nentions of alarm such as he had never koven 
before in his life, left the Pension to go hack to 
his own rooms 
His shortest way lay down the village street, 
art the house of Mila. Udriet, and so home 
the doctor deliberately choss the longer 
route, He adinits xt frankly, He did not wih 
ty pats the womans house 
nervous, almost frghtened,* he sa: 


TL was curiously 

» “thous 

exactly of what JT could not tell. fo came out of 

La Poste into the night all trembling It was 

the most unaccountable sensation I have ever 

known Rather chan pws the door of that 
vorman's house I'd have walked a mile” 

So he went home by a roundabout way of per- 
haps fifteen minutes The village was utterly 
deeerted, and the night sir swept about Jin 
with the scent of carly apring from the surtound- 
img forests. Ln his mind however, he still sac 
his friend's chumszed face and heard the whi 
pered words so wrdutively uttered, © You 
paused ine by. Now Pm ow [ shan't pars vou 
by’ And do what ha might he could not dis. 
mus them The words kept time with the echo 
of his fret on the hard rad. 

A Little more then half-way his path jeined 
the inain etree: by the fountayn, and then turned 
te the recht. and ran betwean low stone walls to 
Michaud s house. Bexsond the walls were vine- 
Sarde with wundreas of bare stick» already 
Piamed in the earth. 

Sad Was here, as he passed the founta.n, 
that he 


| 


evidence, the villaze held. for anythi he said, vel at the cane time he knew quire weil 
evervthine: So wan net a des ts was on two foet. nor on 
And Dr Blane. whe was sent for te pre) tear Pear dropped cald and wet over bis face 
seribe inthe «temporary absence oof | Dr The read slopes the whole way to where the 
Ducommun, admits that othe omenen: he | Mirhand house stands isolated from the rest + 
creed the tareshod of the iemelling reom | the village among the vinevard), and Dr Riane 
and caw toe old muser ccarin: fixedly ot hia) que kened his pace aimost toa run) He found 
from her bed he war inspired bw on instant tne excuse thar be war coid. thengh he was ji 
and eingular'y powerful aereon fo, her The fectiv well aware taat the cold he telt was nor 


face he alwar. describe) as truly venemeus, and 


the common cold of night 


her tain fintem ours oon the covero. were I+. a time he seeuted the desire ta joa), 

tilened and ber line ne used to decane | round. but before he was half-way down the 
with a shuddering | like the Jeet at | hell the moon emevzed from the clouds. and 
great turd af pres or the tive tome aye, weuth a sudan moveme ‘ 


to be atianaed f 


Kis dif, was a peers ne hiatad afterwar 


: ale . espe 
whan he weuld rather bave psiped ta die than 


Btiteand turned 
to five Lie village atreer an tne pale aaatrr mouse. 
Though ashamed of be revuiscan, he could nor J was emp, Bars ehadows lined ate -desy tur 
quite coneral 6 The fact that che would never! couch puerced tae sey yj far acre sesaed to6 
may his feos was nothing. bo wen the womanly eotral soowsen tae eights of Moa) Nacine. and 
hawe'f so. was ft OMe reat laathsame | the great rantuin ef Boudre with aark ara. 


inedci in that dark room. he caid: 


a 


nmmenee aud torboading 


sevt whase eling was death’ |* i mivel But fran tic of 
The situation at fires wee merely toathe ope nomeon lt mad close behood bim c 
but a Little Later mo beeamy nore awaward and | conn! of L got pattems The steps stol followed 
furnchbed Dr Blone with the exewme for what te} aon 
terme his upprofestiora, 6 tiiute For the wil | eeping fear tad begun te muy er 
lage doctor aut better —weill enough ta crawl out Ti suings atrange, Pe pully! 
aod see his pet petienie acd 4 peawwarse rue | hoa great effin ef aol aid 
patel eteadily were Moreover, she inoised en eth ene wothear an nee? 
sending fer Dro Ban tes aise ehe preferred i | el, Was te ado t terror 
greater skill, and Dr Blane ae often ae pawn dile | « et, abet wore eb. t 
| shelved the wnplessent ne; werbew wo suely ready oon 
shoulders of che lecol pra her F ! ca ef aria “t 
Wiainie ayecd i swerig ther wen pooh god nivanured “ 
free! grain) Loank re ol and the non | gesutt be at eleewd inar the » lew 
| wheat -he feaned thar let oer came suffered . eet awd foe monwet i 
Puro Bee eh nee ‘ ‘ Hwee fered pie ty, Tew ceaeet 1 7h 
[in Seas cor Mus ebe Mot nary “mar ft shyt 
| hh wae of 1 ' el ef Meme ori lop winter eo emt of the one 
; whem t hax bars ' t ee ee r i hal 
| the: eve apparently Nera ds ‘4 ‘ bho Mot ete 
fhisle he NaN Pera. Sandie: | aml | leas SN loaue fener ta re coteyeal ! 
| Mtr Blaae. ner ptr ke ef consacuee. had! rr eb road Waste (ow wale etparated at fran 


first heard a nese thot sent the blood) 


lev-thed as he «truck a mates to relight it. He 
jece ow at hie ledger for a moment 
Ts Biena declarer that ta the end be could 
never be certain that he had not himself 
stumtied agaimt the isctern and eo kicked it 
aver 

“Thev've been here several times 


incacd rather ¢ 


ta fetch 


you.” the man rad the moment the door war 
fastened, “Bur I told them vou vere out” 
Who came’ asked the other with an odd 


catch in his voice, 
“*T couldn't see 1 called down from the 


window, but didnt recognise the voice—some 


Catens f 
toured 4: 
krown ve 
of a tong There 
dull contusion under tae ehin and aimre! 
looked the j.nes faded away amd were gore 

Ba: above them, eignature «| 


ater 


War eometning eee teat dd ret 
remained ta the day of his death 
over the rictt temple nad turned grev in a eins @ 
nignt 


{°Cormucrt wx Ustrre Siatts or Awrnw a] 


the simevarts eneitoer code Bar nefore be lad aad ties 
ne a deged varas, be lero amare tuate oe o 

toil Wae punta shea. y meus toe eertic buts im kk 
he of Vineetirks exer the wall on tis left) The > iv ' 

I Tigenm toe earty was dintinctiy audible ‘ ! a 

t Z Wak keeping we With ime et: vey r 1 
alwas » little beg ned wer avlding ast ’ ; : } 

Voom watcuag, eating ‘ 
Tries’ he gaye, 1 resiised adore sem Fy n vaughe } 
rag! Twas bein th lowed with some eiuuster per exposed Tinie 
° “ib he j 
eta then eof Ne cna. hewewer nerve c4 ‘ . 
Tetum d now to qicwen bie etepm Tt teen i i tet H » Hi 
markable how deed how deeerted the we : it fem: « 
HOV oe ceetced +08 Wap abou’ ‘ 
' every t wr : 
| 3 { Votet 220 1 
e ef Whesuath + 
MALALE of 
aerpe far trea! etween 4 7 1 * 
tan et¢r besede him 5 ‘de ad , , 
ua a 7 
line et house beamed n * +} 
ire fiom. and he entercd the conn gates " - . 
souly, meer ef hime! and fam. seal . 
the jek woh ee N pre ot gravel pp j . ‘ 
led tap te tin and as te ntooped to ‘ i ie . $ 4 
the kev be wae peeirive tlar lie beard ot 
leup tae wal unl land a kal of ‘ PNY 
| a ; 2 ate sige 
| shuffle on the etiair  pato ss behind ved hom sre hs * 
Be curned wel an exe amar af ory ¢ ed aif yy ge) y 
CUfee—-again walt the cretimetive dea Osriy th ; 7 
tering timers a ko when su Mente ay ne ficok es ssa eee . i- 
} y thre woddeer and Michead. bit | amen: iyo Ra RE ap Mail. “ 
1 . opened m the inside . ~ b ero kioee a x 
a ren a f a Srens ond w oxetomed ro ng ots 
Tar sounds erased. Dr Roane paseed hurriediy | de on Dre ta ao ett 3 
in Never was Ligh) or human preeence more | Tiere win ps Re ct tomes isan 3 
wele bark vividly, and in toat-vere tat nonue e 
Clase after vou * ead Mechaud, a little | tetrong s reciousterm be woe gag, es 
man with a jelly emiing fat face. “TI knew | twoting: fico phue iad x 
your step dream: ee mils Ea ieenne 
Before shutting the door he peered ow inte! pletely frog ale wg ae : 
the nazht Wolly mas dimeel!. 3 
“Tiers” he saul. looking about bim, I] that ce won ged and bart ev ; 
thought [ hear) someone! bed and examined che rem Ant o. 

It's a deg or something that followed me] ment ie no ced for oe tires time ee 
down the road.’ ead the door He was glad | winders wore wid vd in fo 
to be whth anet ver man—anoommaniy giad. Wig elas = 

Mo chaut ceed the door and jerked it. bat aa Wee der 1 ‘baan 
he hid oo Ptr Blane gat ‘the curtous impression | and tretened acen i tei— ire 1 weld 
ymething dared inp his lege Like adticet “hoes lie crossed toe Boor a teeces ola 7 
suadow nts ‘he house At the same dram tat pad arse vas te 
tooment the lantem standing on the eteps be tia he eaugar the 
bind fell with a crash, ae thouzh knocked ater thar liusae 
and othe light was extingusbed Michaud {ell tn ee 


the frightened old lady at the end of the room | 


+ tabout fer a space in his bedierrm below. 
Favre pulled herself together, aseusted by the presently. all sounds ceased. 


It was ton dark to see [told 
Shea dead you 


woman, L think 


them to get Dr Durommun 


know,” he added abrupty. “Gone to her ac 
count at last” 
*Who—whe is dead*"  Michaud’s voice was 


curjousty hushed as he replied. 


“Ia mauvaise riche” He ahrogged his 


sebility af discus | shoulders 


screntific, Besides '’—he chrugced his shoulders sion that vaice, face, and manner belonged 19) Preseatiy rhey raid good-night. and Dr. Blane 
—‘‘my conduc:, | always feel, war not strict the evil, pésonality of thar perverted old) wen: up to hie room ta work or ta sleep. They 
profermonal perhaps! fn the best sense And, / woman, la mauvane roche In the exes, per | vere ‘Soe in the house, these two, for Mme 
aloo, it was the oui. tine in my life when Twas | haps. the resemblance iss chiefly. Tt wae une) Menwud was away visiting her mother at La 


Chiur ado Fonds, and there were no other oc 
eupants He heard the litth man thumping 
Then, 


Dr 


Hlane's room was on the tap finor—an 
attic room really 


There were double windows. 


, a cupboard, a bed in one corner with a mountain 


one duvet, hot-air pipe-, a wasb-hand stand 
oppose, and in the centre his work table with 
two Lighted candies By the bed and table two 
Strips of carpet—the rest pine boards, not even 
stained = It was all very primitive. 

At fires he tried to work—in vain Then, 
turning his thoughts inwards. he deliberately 
attacked the prehlem vith a wew to solving at 
and recovering his normal state of balance He 
breught to bear upoa it all the force of hus 
acute mind, together with his great medical 
knowledze and experience. = But arnslyem only 
confirmed things: he was aufferrng from a 
singular invasion of utterly = unreasoning 
fear. He was afrand in the deptha of his 
soul; cold and peropin in turns; hor. 
tibly creepy abou: the skin; and his har 
ready at the least sound te mee upon 
hia tert Yeu as Lis search, be could tnd noth 


| ang that scened an adequate cagse, His regie + 


‘minute, wit, 


ofa patient. not even properls his, ce admitted 
was not “holly partonable, but, after all—his 
mind, in spite of all efforts, came Lick always 
te ihe ot of that boreible changad espres 
aot hue tnenis tare—the expression of that 
{ woman's eyes snd lo the wuisjerel words 
that bol aeemed like os curse, oD moeut. You 
pissed me by. J euall not pass you by!" 
Finally, to steady hin mind and possible to 
find a useasare of relief in expression, he sat Jown 
to pat on anaivers of dite mental state on paper. 
He worked hard Hut presently he paused and 
lonked ubout tum. He heard she wind. It bad 
changed; ind la hice was blowing up over tie 
Jeske Of Nowchate! Now and agaia nt tom lo 4 
wild, wiooiling ore that made him shiver, The 
cas of Calombier struck one in the morning 
At descth.in a «almer state of mind, Dr. Biane, 
balf wondering. alt laoghing, but etal! strangely 
Hervous put oul the candles and got inio bed 
Ast the moment the room war dark the noise 
began asain 
I ear no uiterval of guesswork; he knew 
atoue wiet Mometuing was scratching, 
tte duet —auteide And the cermus part of it 
ew rostant he heard it be realived that 


ee 


4“. 


" 


ows 


“MH fle 

thy door wae te sort af protection That it was 
lacked was ail a teclene pretence, The ting 
could, and would, pet sn to him, And the next 


a nauseous rash of terror, he knew 
that ut was in It bad somehow equecsad jteei: 
underneais the donr—and “ae patiorng across 
rote bear ts to the stfe of hie bed Ard op 
vd ot, rat vile pettering seemed inside bum 
we Very sabstance of ais bear. 

[ho acival distance between door and oad was 


' 


seal! agh, bat ap those faw  seccaels 
of ootenss nmorrar it) etretched in a hurdre) 
sorte. amd he anew all the prol doagens 
et steady rere lee approsca that a man 
fystened te the rails mart Know when in the aie 
tance he tears the frat rumble af (he comins 
tran. For a hind ef paralyeos crept ever lina 
seothet he could not move Mis heart dropped 


lice lead The perseration that drenched tim 
froge tootantly ite ye 
Then the atepe ei kened ter 
there was a unde pashing thre ach 
wut ot hice) wired and smer 
veasily tipeeas the fad bes treet t 
gam te toedy qacekd few 
Dn Vjarie sane stout. Tat 
ald ened rhe we « 
thy t 


